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"Gentlemen, you do not speak to the point; it is
money; it is expected that you will offer money."
The envoys replied that on this point their answer
had already been given.   " * No, * said he, 'you have
not: what is your answer?'    We replied, 'It is no;
no; not a sixpence/"    This part of the envoys'
report soon received legendary embellishment, and
in innumerable stump speeches it  rang  out as,
"Not one cent for tribute; millions for defense!"
The publication   of the X.  Y.  Z.  dispatches
sent rolling through the country a wave of patri-
otic feeling before which the Republican leaders
quailed   and which  swept  away many of their
followers.    Jefferson held that the French Govern-
ment ought not to be held responsible for "the
turpitude of swindlers," and he steadfastly  op-
posed any action looking to the use of  force to
maintain American rights.   Some of the Republican
members of Congress, however, went over to the
Federalist side, and Jefferson's party was pres-
ently reduced to a feeble and dispirited minority.
Loyal   addresses   rained   upon   Adams.    There
appeared a new national   song,  Hail  Columbia,
which was sung all over the land and which was
established   in   lasting   popularity.     Among its
well-known lines is an exulting stanza beginning: